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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-33 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because legal phraseology such as 
the term, "means" is used in lines 5, 7, 8, 10, 1 1 , and 14. Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claims 17-19, and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 17, line 5: "output means" should be - output step --. 

Claim 17, lines 6-7: "comparing means" should be - comparing step -. 

Claim 18, lines 4: "other device" should be - another device -. 
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Claim 19, line 2: "advertisement calculating step" should be advertisement point 
calculating step -. 

Claim 19, lines 2-3: "obtaining the displayed amount information" should be - obtaining 
displayed amount information -. 

Claim 21, line 2: "includes a date and time information obtaining step" should be - 
includes a time information obtaining step 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-10, 12-21, and 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Aoki (US 2002/0120589). 

Re claims 1, 12, 23: Aoki discloses a game device, a game machine control method, 
and a program (para. 0002), comprising: advertisement displaying means for displaying 
an advertisement on a game screen (para. 0069, lines 7-12); advertisement point 
calculating means for calculating an advertisement point of the advertisement displayed 
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on the game screen (para. 0073, lines 38-40); point comparing means for comparing an 
accumulated value of the advertisement point (para. 0085, lines 13-14), which is 
calculated by the advertisement point calculating means with a predetermined 
guaranteed point (para. 0025, lines 6-11 ; para. 0073, lines 47-54: In order to determine 
whether the ad has been displayed more than a predetermined number of times, the 
predetermined number and the current number (accumulated advertisement point) must 
be compared (the point comparing means).); and related advertisement output means 
for outputting a related advertisement which relates to the advertisement in response to 
a comparison result by the point comparing means (para. 0073, lines 54-58). 

Re claims 2, 13, 24: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the related advertisement output means outputs audio which relates to the 
advertisement as the related advertisement (para. 0067, lines 3-14). 

Re claims 3, 14, 25: Aoki further discloses the game device according to any one of 
claims 1 and 2, wherein the related advertisement output means displays an image 
which relates to the advertisement as the related advertisement (para. 0067, lines 3-14). 

Re claims 4, 15, 26: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 3, 
wherein the image related to the advertisement is a still image (para. 0067, lines 3-7). 
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Re claims 5, 16, 27: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 3, 
wherein the image related to the advertisement is a motion image (para. 0067, lines 3- 
7). 

Re claims 6, 17, 28: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the related advertisement output means includes related advertisement data 
storing means which stores related advertisement data for representing a content of the 
related advertisement (para. 0067, lines 3-14) and output time identifying information for 
indicating output time for outputting the related advertisement, which are in relation to 
each other ("Display Time" in Fig. 6; claim 3, lines 3-4), and the related advertisement 
output means monitors arrival of the output time (para. 0073, lines 47-50) in response to 
the comparison result by the point comparing means and outputs the related 
advertisement based on the related advertisement data when the output time has 
arrived (para. 0067, lines 12-14; para. 0073, lines 47-58). 

Re claims 7, 18, 29: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: means for receiving data concerning any one of the advertisement and the 
related advertisement from another device (36, 46, 50, Fig. 1; para. 0062, lines 1-4). 



Re claims 8, 1 9, 30: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the advertisement point calculating means includes means for obtaining 
displayed amount information of the advertisement on the game screen (para. 0009, 
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lines 4-6; para. 0010, lines 3-7; lines 2-4 of paras. 001 1-0013), and calculates the 
advertisement point based on the displayed amount information of the advertisement 
(para. 0073, lines 38-40). 

Re claims 9, 20, 31 : Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the advertisement point calculating means includes means for obtaining display 
quality information of the advertisement on the game screen (para. 0014, lines 4-5; 
para. 0015, lines 3-12), and calculates the advertisement point based on the display 
quality information of the advertisement (para. 0073, lines 38-40; para. 0080, lines 8-10; 
para. 0082, lines 3-5; para. 0084, lines 8-14; para. 0097, lines 4-13). 

Re claims 10, 21 , 32: Aoki further discloses the game device according to claim 1 , 
wherein the point comparing means includes time information obtaining means for 
obtaining time information (para. 0012, lines 2-11) and decides a period for 
accumulating the advertisement point based on the time information ("Advertisement 
Period" in Fig. 5; para. 0073, lines 38-40). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inventionwas made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 11, 22, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Aoki in view of Chu (US 2004/0148221). The teachings of Aoki have 

been discussed above. 

However, Aoki fails to disclose a game advancement level obtaining means for 
obtaining an advancement level of a game provided on the game screen. 

Chu teaches a game advancement level obtaining means for obtaining an 
advancement level of a game provided on the game screen (para. 0071 , lines 26-43). 

Therefore, in view of Chu, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to include a game advancement level 
obtaining means for obtaining an advancement level of a game provided on the game 
screen in order to determine whether to display another advertisement based on how 
many game levels the player has advanced. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ebisawa discloses an apparatus and method for executing a 
game program having advertisements therein. Heckel discloses a method for 
advertising over a computer network utilizing virtual environments of games. Kake 
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discloses an object display system in a virtual world. Bates discloses a message 
insertion system and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer Leung whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1342. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon -Thur, every other Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong-Suk (James) Lee can be reached on 571-272-7044. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





January 9, 2007 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



